. 64.]        BoswelFs first call on Johnson.
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Derrick has now got a character that he need  not run away from.'
I was highly pleased with the extraordinary vigour of his conversation, and regretted that I was drawn away from it by an engagement at another place. I had, for a part of the evening, been left alone with him, and had ventured to make an observation now and then, which he received very civilly ; so that I was satisfied that though there was a roughness in his manner, there was no ill-nature in his disposition. Davies followed me to the door, and when I complained to him a little of the hard blows. which the great man had given me, he kindly took upon him to console me by saying, 'Don't be uneasy. I can see he likes you very well.'
A few days afterwards I called on Davies, and asked him if he thought I might take the liberty of waiting on Mr. Johnson at his Chambers in the Temple. He said I certainly might, and that Mr. Johnson would take it as a compliment. So upon Tuesday the 24th of May, after having been enlivened by the witty sallies of Messieurs Thornton1, Wilkes, Churchill and Lloyd3, with whom I had passed the morning, I boldly repaired to Johnson. His Chambers were on the first floor of No. i, Inncr-Temple-lane, and I entered them with an impression given me by the Reverend Dr. Blair3, of Edinburgh, who had been
1 Bonncll Thornton. See post, July i, 1763.
3 Lloyd was one of a remarkable group of Westminster boys. He was a school-fellow not only of Churchill, the elder Colman, and Cumberland, but also of Cowper and Warren Hastings. Bonncll Thornton was a few years their senior. Not many weeks after this meeting with Boswcll, Lloyd was in the Fleet prison. Churchill in Independence (Poems, ii. 310) thus addresses the Patrons of the age:—
'Hence, ye vain boasters, to  the Fleet repair
And ask, with blushes ask, if Lloyd
is there.'
Of the four men who thus ' enlivened' Hoswell, two were dead before the
end of the following year. Churchill went first. When Lloyd heard of his death, '" I shall follow poor Charles," was all he said, as he went to the bed from which he never rose again.1 Thornton lived three or four years longer. Forster's Essays, ii. 217, 270, 289. See also his Life of Goldsmith, i. 264, for an account how ' Lloyd invited Goldsmith to sup with some friends of Grub Street, and left him to pay the reckoning.1 Thornton, Lloyd, Colman, Cowper, and Joseph Hill, to whom Cowper's famous^irf/e was addressed, had at one time been members of the Nonsense Club. Southey's Cowper, i. 37.
3 The author of the well-known sermons, see past, under Dec. 21, 1776.
introducedo become my pupils.' 16. p. 60. See past, July 28, 1763.
